Village of Sussex Corner
Monday
Regular Meeting of Council
December 21, 2015
______________________________________________________________________________
CALL TO ORDER:
Mayor Gillies called the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m.
ATTENDANCE:
Mayor Steven Gillies
Councillor Harley Hunt
Councillor Patsy Shay

Deputy Mayor Ben Whalen
Councillor Sharon Loder
Councillor Faith McMillan

Works Supervisor Rod Holland
Clerk Treasurer Don Smith

Administrative Clerk Robby Obermeier

CONFLICT OF INTEREST:
There were no declarations of Conflict of Interest.
APPROVAL OF AGENDA:
Mayor Gillies called for a motion to approve the agenda.
M/S/C (Loder/Hunt)

Motion to approve the agenda for the
December 21, 2015 Council Meeting.

DELEGATIONS:
Wayne Wilkins – Questions Comments
Mr. Wilkins spoke to Village Council on a number of matters, a summary of which is
shown below:
Village Website: The Village website fails to provide viewers current, relevant, timely
information and should be updated and maintained to satisfy the needs of the general
public. Mayor Gillies replied that funding in the amount of $1,500 has been included in
the 2016 budget to address that issue.
Tax Rate: What will be the Village tax rate for 2016? Mayor Gillies said that will be
made known later in the evening.
Sewer Contract: The current contract with the Town is up next year so what happens
then. The Town is subsidizing the Village now so does that mean the Village rate will
go up by $20 per household? The Mayor said the agreement does terminate December
31, 2016. A draft renewal agreement should be available for Councils’ consideration in
June of 2016.
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Skating Rink: The audited financial statements show $31,700 for skating rink. Given
there is no skating rink, what is this for? The Deputy Mayor said it includes the cost of
summer students, an allocation of staff time, routine costs of operating Sullivan Park and
Winter Carnival. Mr. Wilkins said the description is misleading and should be changed.
Long Term Debt: What is the Village’s debt ratio? Mayor Gillies replied 10.4%.
PA and Lighting: What is the Village doing about providing external lighting of the
parking lot at the side of the building and will the Village be installing a sound system in
the Council Chambers? Mayor Gillies said the lighting issue will be addressed in the
near future however at this point the installation of a sound system is not in the plans.
Trout Creek Permit: Did the permit to clean trees out of Trout Creek get extended?
Mayor Gillies said after a significant rainfall event the situation changed and the water
was too high to safely enter the creek so the permit ran out. It was not renewed.
APPROVAL OF MINUTES:
M/S/C (Whalen/Shay)

Motion to approve the minutes of the Regular
Meeting of Council on Tuesday, November 17,
2015.

M/S/C (Whalen/Loder)

Motion to approve the minutes of the Special
Meeting of Council on Tuesday, November 24,
2015.

BUSINESS ARISING FROM THE MINUTES:
1. The matter of removing trees from Trout Creek was noted above and there is no
further action planned at this time.
2. The Trout Creek Bank Stabilization Report was received from CBCL and circulated
to Village Council for review.
M/S/C (Whalen/Loder)

Motion to accept the CBCL Trout Creek Bank
Stabilization Report and refer it to the Flood
Committee for review and recommendation.

REPORTS – COMMITTEES OF COUNCIL:
Administration and Finance
Councillor McMillan presented the report from the November 1st meeting. Deputy Mayor
Whalen asked if the final costs of the amalgamation process were available. The Clerk
Treasurer said the Village is still waiting on a couple of invoices.
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M/S/C (McMillan/Shay)

Motion to approve November 2015 payments:
General $ 121,923.65 Water/Sewer $ 18,367.44

Flood
Councillor Loder presented the report from the December 3rd meeting. There were no
items of business to come before Council.
Personnel
Mayor Gillies said the committee held a meeting on December 8th to establish
employees’ wage treatment for 2016.
Works, Water and Sewer
Councillor Loder presented the report from the December 1st meeting. There were no
items of business to come before Council. Deputy Mayor Whalen said he did follow-up
a question regarding zoning for 1084 Main Street to find that the property was already
zoned Central Commercial. No further action required. He also mentioned that he
completed hanging the lights at the amphitheatre site and complimented the St. Marks
Church family for the successful Christmas event held recently at the amphitheatre.
Accept Committee Reports
M/S/C (Hunt/Whalen)

Motion to accept the Administration and
Finance, Flood and Works, Water and Sewer
Committee reports.

REPORTS – OTHER:
Chamber of Commerce
Councillor McMillan gave a report from the Christmas dinner meeting. She noted 2 new
directors were appointed and Christmas wishes were extended by President Ivan Graham.
PotashCorp Civic Centre (PCC)
Councillor Shay said there was no meeting in December.
Region Service Commission (RSC8)
Mayor Gillies reviewed the Executive Director’s report and noted that all meetings of the
RSC8 are open to the public and encouraged everyone to attend. Councillor Loder asked
if the process regarding a member of the public speaking at the meeting was similar to
that used by the Village and Mayor Gillies confirmed that to be the case.
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CORRESPONDENCE:
School District – Attendance Matters
Mayor Gillies read a letter from the Anglophone South School District about a new
program targeting student attendance. He noted a representative of the school district
will be contacting the Village to arrange a meeting with Village Council.
Community Action for Refugees (CAR-S)
A letter was received from the Sussex CAR- S Committee outlining efforts that are
underway and planned to assist in the settlement of a refugee family in the Sussex area.
Mayor Gillies encouraged everyone to spread awareness and to provide support.
Malcolm McLeod – Resignation
A letter of resignation from the Flood Committee was received from Malcolm McLeod.
Both Mayor Gillies and Councillor Hunt commented on the positive contributions made
by Mr. McLeod to the Flood Committee and the Village and they expressed their regrets
on his decision to resign.
M/S/C (Whalen/McMillan)

Motion to accept the resignation of Malcolm
McLeod from the Flood Committee.

Climate Change Adaptation Conference
Notification was received of a Climate Change Adaptation conference to be held in
Moncton on February 11th. Councillor Loder asked to have this placed on the agenda
for the January 2016 Council Meeting to be discussed at that time.
Across Town for Crosswinds
An update was provided from the organizers of the Across Town for Crosswinds fund
raiser to be held in May of 2016. The update encourages the Village to support the event.
M/S/C (Whalen/Shay)

Motion to refer the request by Across Town for
Crosswinds to the Administration and Finance
Committee for review / recommendation.

Salvation Army Request
A request for financial support was received from The Salvation Army. A number of
Council members indicated they already supported The Salvation Army.
M/S/C (Hunt/McMillan)

Motion to donate $200.00 to The Salvation Army.
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PCC Financial Statements / Deficit Invoice
A copy of the PotashCorp Civic Centre financial statements for the year ended July 31,
2015 was received and circulated to Village Council. An invoice in the amount of
$10,202.63 was also received which represents 1 cent on the Village property tax rate. A
discussion ensued surrounding the continuous deficit of the Centre and the absence of a
presentation from PCC prior to issuing an invoice explaining the financial wellbeing of
the operation. Council agreed that a presentation was necessary and directed a letter be
sent to the PCC through our Board representative Councillor Shay. Council did agree to
pay the invoice.
M/S/C (Loder/Hunt)

Motion to pay to the PotashCorp Civic Centre
an amount of $10,202.63 to cover the Village’s
commitment of up to 1 cent on the property tax
rate to offset a portion of the annual operating
deficit for 2015.

DOTI 5 Yr. Designated Highway Program
A letter was received from DOTI requesting the Village’s input to the annual 5 Year
Designated Highway Program by December 31, 2015. Deputy Mayor Whalen asked if
there was any resolve to the issue of a contribution level from the municipalities to any
requested project. The Clerk Treasurer said the matter is still under study by the Province
(DELG & DOTI) with the various municipal associations. He also noted there are no
funds allocated in the 2016 budget for any projects. Deputy Mayor Whalen requested a
letter be issued to the Province expressing the Village’s inability to meet the due date
given the uncertainty regarding municipal contribution levels. The letter is to be copied to
the MLA.
DPS – Provincial RCMP Policing Costs
A letter was received from the Minister of Public Safety regarding the cost of policing
(RCMP) for 2016. In the letter, he notes that the Department is planning to meet with the
various regions (RSCs) around the province to ensure municipalities fully understand the
factors that contributed to the billing rate for 2016. Deputy Mayor Whalen asked that a
letter be issued to the Minister requesting the Department meet with Village Council to
specifically explain the costs being charged to the Village of Sussex Corner. The letter is
to be copied to the Town of Sussex and RSC8.
BYLAWS:
There were no bylaws before Council.
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NEW BUSINESS:
General Operating Fund Budget
M/S/C (McMillan/Whalen)

Motion to approve the 2016 General Operating
Fund Budget for the Village of Sussex Corner
with a Total Budget of $ 1,384,161.00 less NonTax Revenue of $ 185,873.00 and Community
Funding and Equalization Grant of $ 25,919.00
leaving the Warrant To Be Raised By Local Tax
Rate of $ 1,172,369.00 resulting in a 2016 Tax
Rate of $ 1.1800 per $100.00 of assessment.

Utility Operating Fund Budget
M/S/C (Whalen/McMillan)

Motion to approve the 2016 Water and Sewer
Operating Fund Budget for the Village of Sussex
Corner with Total Revenues of $ 507,968.00 and
Total Expenditures of $ 507,968.00 and an
annual base rate for Water Service of $ 200.00
and Sewer Service of $ 200.00.

Following the approval of the above motions, Mayor Gillies commented on the impact of
the 2016 operating budgets including the following points:










$ 70,000
$ 10,000
$ 14,000
$ 6,500
$ 20,000
$ 85,000
$ 56,000
$ 55,000
$225,000

Flood Mitigation Project(s)
Emergency Measures
Amphitheatre Development / Programming
Sullivan Park Development
Operating Reserve
Capital Replacement Reserves
Capital Reserves
Purchase of SCADA System and Radio Upgrades
Refurbishment of Water Reservoir (Gas Tax)

Transfers to Restricted Reserves
M/S/C (Shay/Loder)

Motion to authorize the transfer of $3,000.00
from the Water and Sewer Operating Fund 04
to the Water and Sewer Capital Reserve Fund
06, restricted only for any replacement costs as
per MRIF Project # 12432.
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M/S/C (Loder/Shay)

Motion to authorize the transfer of $1,000.00
from the Water and Sewer Operating Fund 04
to the Water and Sewer Capital Reserve Fund
06, restricted only for any replacement costs as
per MRIF Project # 12437.

M/S/C (Shay/Loder)

Motion to authorize the transfer of $2,500.00
from the Water and Sewer Operating Fund 04
to the Water and Sewer Capital Reserve Fund
06, restricted for any replacement costs as per
the Building Canada Fund Post Road Project.

RSC8 Storm Water Management Meetings
Councillor Loder asked for Council to consider payment for attending meetings of the
RSC8 Storm Water Management Committee on a monthly basis in a similar fashion as
attending a Chamber of Commerce meeting or PotashCorp Civic Centre meeting. Deputy
Mayor Whalen asked if she was appointed to the committee and how. She said she was
given the ok to attend by the Mayor and continued to do so and therefore she felt she
should be compensated like Council members attending the other meetings mentioned
above. Councillor Hunt said when a similar situation arose three years ago for the Mayor
the answer was no so this should be the same.
M/S/C (Loder/Shay)

Motion to revise Schedule “A” of Bylaw # 96-06
to include RSC8 Storm Water Management
meetings under “(B) Allowances for Related
Meeting payments” effective in 2016.
Councillors Hunt and McMillan voted nay.

Appoint Winter Carnival Committee
M/S/C (Whalen/Shay)

Motion to appoint a 2016 Winter Carnival
Committee to include members of Village
Council, Staff and community volunteers.

ADJOURNMENT:
The Mayor wished everyone a Merry Christmas and called for a motion to adjourn.
M/S/C (Shay/Loder)

Motion to adjourn the Council meeting.

The meeting adjourned at approximately 8:25 p.m.
____________________________________
Clerk / Treasurer

____________________________________
Mayor
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